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Or i g ina l

B e g i n ne r ’ s  C OB I T  C o m pa n i o n
.

B e g i n ne r 's  C O B I T  C om p a ni o n  p r o v i de s  a  ge n t l e
i n t r o d uc t i o n  t o  C O B IT  4 . 1 ,  t h e  IT  Go v e r n a nc e  f r am e w o rk
f r om  IS A C A ;  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  w e a l t h  o f  u s e f u l  i n fo rm a t i o n  f o r
a n y  r e a de r  ne w  t o  t he  s u b j ec t .

T h e  p r i nc i p l e  c h a p t e rs  a r e  s h o r t ,  a n d  t o - t h e - p o i n t ,  p r ov i d i n g
j u s t  e n o ug h  i n f o rm a t i o n  t o  q u i ck l y  g i v e  t he  re a d e r  a n
u nd e rs t an d i n g  o f  t he  f un d a m en t a l s  o f  C OB IT  4 . 1 ;  i n  f ac t ,
m os t  r ea d e rs  s h o u l d  b e  p l e as a n t l y  s u rp r i s e d  a t  j us t  h o w
q u i ck l y  t h e y  ca n  g e t  u p - t o -s p ee d  o n  C OB IT  4 . 1  u s i n g  t h i s
b ook .

T h e  a p p e nd i c es ,  w h i c h  m ak e  u p  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,
co n ta i n  t he  e x t r a  d e t a i l s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  ne e d e d  l a t e r ,  on ce
th e  b a s i cs  h a ve  b ee n  m a s t e re d ,  t o  p ro g r es s  t o  t he  n e x t
l e ve l .  A  r ev i s i o n  gu i d e  f o r  t h e C OB I T  4 . 1  F o u nd a t i o n
E xa mi na t i o n  h as  a l s o  b e en  i nc l u d e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h tw o ,  f o r t y -
q ue s t i o n ,  m o ck  e xa m s .

T h e  i nc l u s i o n  o f  e x t e ns i v e  e x t r ac t s  f rom  t he  o r i g i n a l  C O B IT
4 . 1  m an u a l ,  l i c en s ed  f rom  IS A C A / IT G I ,  e n s u r es  t ha t  t h e
r ea d e r  c an  s t a r t  t o  f am i l i a r i s e  t h em s e l ve s  w i t h  t h e  c o nc e p ts ,
t e rm i n o l o g y ,  a nd  p h r as e o l og y  f ou n d  i n  t he  o f f i c i a l  C OB IT  4 .1
l i t e ra t u re .

La te s t

B e g i n ne r ’ s  C OB I T  C OM P A N I ON :
P r e p ar i n g  f or  t h e  C O B I T  4 . 1  F o u n d at i o n  E x am i n at i o n

P a ss i n g  t he C OB I T  4 . 1  F o un d a t i on  E xa mi n a t i on  i s  n o t
d i f f i c u l t b u t  yo u  do  n e e d  t o  k no w  t h e  b a s i cs  o f  C OB IT  4 .1
w e l l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  do  s o .

B e g i n ne r ’ s  C OB I T  C o m pa n i o n :  P r e p ar i n g  f or  t he  C OB I T
4 . 1  F o u n d a t i o n  E x am i n a t i o n  c an  he l p  yo u  t o  l e a r n  t h e
b as i cs  o f  C OB IT  4 . 1 .  I t  c o n t a i n s  e x t e ns i v e  e x t r a c t s  f r om  t h e
o r i g i na l  C O B IT  4 . 1  m a nu a l ,  r e p r o d uc e d  u nd e r  l i ce n se   f r o m
IS A C A / IT G I ,  a s  w e l l  a s t h r e e ,  f o r t y - q u es t i o n ,  m ock  e xa m s  to
h e l p  yo u  ga u g e  yo u r  p r o b ab l e  re a d i n es s  t o  s i t  t h e C OB I T  4 .1
F o un d a t i o n  E xa mi n a t i o n .

B e g i n ne r ’ s  C OB I T  C o m pa n i o n :  P r e p ar i n g  f or  t he  C OB I T
4 . 1  F o u n da t i o n  E x am i n at i o n  i s  d es i g n e d  t o  h e l p  yo u  g e t  u p
to  s p e ed  on  C OB IT  4 .1  qu i ck l y ,  an d  f oc u s es  s p ec i f i ca l l y  o n
th o se  as p ec t s  o f  C O B IT  4 . 1  t ha t  yo u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  k n o w  i n
o rd e r  t o  pa ss  t h e  e xam .  F o r  e xam p l e ,  C OB IT  4 . 1  c o n t a i ns
th i r t y - f o u r  p r oc e ss e s  b u t  on l y  t wo  a re  t e s t e d  i n  d e t a i l  b y  t h e
e xam ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  w h i l s t  a l l  t h e  p ro c es se s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d ,  o n l y
C OB IT  p r oc es s es  P O1 0  a n d  D S 2  a r e  p r e se n te d  i n  f u l l  d e t a i l
i n  t h i s  b o ok .
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D E T A I LS

T IT L E : B E G IN N E R ’ S  C OB IT  C O MP A N IO N
.
.

A U T H OR : T .  G IL L IN G

P U B L IS H E R : MA T A D OR ,  T R O U B A D O R
P U B L IS H IN G

LA N G U A GE : E N G L IS H

P A GE S : 3 84

IS B N - 1 3 : 9 78 - 1 84 8 7 6 3 - 0 8 1

P U B L IS H E D : 2 00 9

F OR MA T : 2 10 x2 9 7 x2 0m m  ( A 4 )
0 . 9k g  (a p p r o x )

MR R P : 3 4 . 9 9  U K  P O U N D S
4 9 . 9 9  U S  D OL LA R S

W E B : h t t p : / / b i t . l y / d o N p w 8

D E T A I LS

T IT L E : B E G IN N E R ’ S  C OB IT  C O MP A N IO N :
P R E P A R I N G F OR  TH E  C OB I T  4 . 1
F OU N D A T I ON  E X A M IN A T I ON

A U T H OR : T .  G IL L IN G

P U B L IS H E R : MA T A D OR ,  T R O U B A D O R
P U B L IS H IN G

LA N G U A GE : E N G L IS H

P A GE S : 1 18

IS B N - 1 3 : 9 78 - 1 78 0 8 8 1 - 2 6 3

P U B L IS H E D : 2 01 1

F OR MA T : 1 78 x2 5 4 x6m m  (7 x1 0 i nc h )
0 . 3k g  (a p p r o x )

MR R P : 2 4 . 9 9  U K  P O U N D S
3 4 . 9 9  U S  D OL LA R S

W E B : h t t p : / / b i t . l y / t 8 2 j Q M
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COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination – Preparation Materials
Free Mock Exam Questions

About
The 20 mock exam questions, and answers, provided in this document have not been previously used in any COBIT 4.1
Foundation Examination to the best knowledge of the author; they are simply illustrative examples of the type of questions that
would typically be presented in such an exam. Some of the questions presented here are most probably much harder than
would likely be found in an actual foundation-level exam and some are much easier. Therefore, on average the mock exam
questions provided can be considered, as a whole, to be similar to those in an actual exam and a useful tool for anyone
preparing to sit the COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination. The mock exam questions have not been approved or accredited by
ISACA or ITGI. The actual COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination consists of 40 questions that must be answered within 60
minutes.

Three complete mock exam tests, each consisting of 40 questions, can be found in the author’s newest publication Beginner’s
COBIT Companion: Preparing for the COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination (isbn: 978-1780881-263); available for purchase
from www.beginnerscobitcompanion.com or other on-line bookstores such as Amazon.

Acceptable Use
The document may only be used for private use, i.e. as a personal preparation aid for the COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination.
Commercial use is strictly prohibited. Extraction of any part of this document is strictly prohibited. This document should only be
used intact, i.e. the full 6 pages as distributed by the author. This document should not be hosted on any web site without the
prior written approval of the author. This document should not be distributed by any means, regardless of format or technology.
After use the document should be destroyed and deleted from any store.

Availability
This document is currently available for download, at no cost, from the author’s web site. Please do not link directly to this
document; link to the home page instead. Web site: www.beginnerscobitcompanion.com

Copyright
Copyright © T. Gilling 2011. All rights reserved.

Disclaimer
Although this document has been composed with great care the author can not accept any liability for errors or omissions or for
damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein. COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination passes are not
guaranteed. This document may be withdrawn or altered or superseded without notice or explanation.

Trade Marks
COBIT®, COBIT ONLINE®, COBIT QUICKSTART®, ISACA®, and ITGI™ are Registered Trade Marks of the Information Systems
Audit and Control Association and the IT Governance Institute and are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and
in other countries. ITIL® and PRINCE2® are Registered Trade Marks and Registered Community Trade Marks of the Office of
Government Commerce, and are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. CMM® and CMMI®, are registered in the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office by Carnegie Mellon University. PMBOK® is a Registered Trade Mark of the Project
Management Institute.

Further Information
Further information on COBIT (and other related works) can found on ISACA’s excellent web site: www.isaca.org
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www.beginnerscobitcompanion.com
www.beginnerscobitcompanion.com
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Free Mock Exam Questions
P L E A S E  C O M P L E T E  T H I S  T E S T  W I T H I N 3 0  M I N U T E S

Q1. COBIT has four main characteristics; business-focused, process-oriented, controls-based, and one other?

A. Measurement-driven
B. Results-oriented
C. Technology-independent
D. Standards-based

Q2. What is the performance driver for an IT goal?

A. IT metric
B. Process goal
C. Process metric
D. Activity metric

Q3. Which generic control requirement aligns ‘metrics, targets, and methods with IT’s overall performance monitoring
approach’?

A. Process goals and objectives
B. Process repeatability
C. Policy, plans, and procedures
D. Process performance improvement

Q4. The enterprise architecture for IT consists of information, IT processes, infrastructure and people, plus one other
component?

A. Organisational structures
B. Procedures
C. Applications
D. Policies

Q5. Which one of the following is not included in the definition of control?

A. Policies
B. Practices
C. Applications
D. Organisational structures

Q6. What is not a benefit ‘of implementing COBIT as a governance framework over IT’?

A. Better alignment, based on a business focus
B. Clear ownership and responsibilities, based on controls
C. General acceptability with third parties and regulators
D. Shared understanding amongst all stakeholders, based on a common language

Q7. Which COBIT process is ‘manage projects’?

A. PO10
B. AI10
C. DS10
D. ME10

www.isaca.org
WWW.BEGINNERSCOBITCOMPANION.COM
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Q8. What is not a control objective for COBIT process PO10?

A. Programme management framework
B. Project management framework
C. IT risk management framework
D. Stakeholder commitment

Q9. What is the performance driver for the IT goal of ‘respond to governance requirements, in line with board direction’, within
COBIT process PO10?

A. Percent of projects meeting stakeholders expectations (on time, on budget, and meeting requirements - weighted by
importance)

B. Percent of projects meeting stakeholder expectations
C. Percent of projects following project management standards and practices
D. Percent of stakeholders participating in projects (involvement index)

Q10. What is the performance driver for the IT goal of ‘ensure mutual satisfaction of third-party relationships’, within COBIT
process DS2?

A. Number of user complaints due to contracted services
B. Number of formal disputes with suppliers
C. Percent of major suppliers subject to clearly defined requirements and service levels
D. Number of significant incidents of supplier non-compliance per time period

Q11. ‘The maturity attribute table lists the characteristics of how IT processes are managed and describes how they evolve from
a non-existent to an optimised process’. Which one of the following is not a maturity attribute?

A. Awareness and communication
B. Goals, processes, and activities
C. Tools and automation
D. Skills and expertise

Q12. What is not a component of COBIT?

A. Domains
B. Processes
C. Activities
D. Functions

Q13. Which one of the following items is not part of the enterprise architecture for IT?

A. Infrastructure
B. Activities
C. Applications
D. People

Q14. The core constituents of IT governance are risk, control, and one other?

A. Compliance
B. Regulation
C. Transparency
D. Value

Q15. As defined by COBIT, who is responsible for IT governance?

A. Customers and suppliers
B. Stakeholders and investors
C. IT managers and IT team leaders
D. Executives and the board of directors

WWW.BEGINNERSCOBITCOMPANION.COM
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Q16. Which COBIT process is ‘manage third-party services’?

A. PO2
B. AI2
C. DS2
D. ME2

Q17. ‘IT control objectives provide a complete set of high-level requirements to be considered by management for effective
control of each IT process’. Which one of the following statements does not describe COBIT’s IT control objectives?

A. Defined for use as a threshold model, where one cannot move to the next higher level without having fulfilled all conditions
of the lower level

B. Are statements of managerial actions to increase value or reduce risk
C. Consist of policies, procedures, practices, and organisational structures
D. Are designed to provide reasonable assurance that business objectives will be achieved and undesired events will be

prevented or detected and corrected

Q18. ‘To achieve alignment of good practice to business requirements, it is recommended that COBIT be used at’ which level
within the enterprise?

A. Highest
B. Middle
C. Lowest
D. All

Q19. With which standard, framework, guideline, or practice is COBIT not aligned?

A. ISO27000
B. COSO
C. ITIL
D. GAAP

Q20. What drives business goals for IT?

A. Enterprise strategy
B. IT goals
C. Enterprise architecture for IT
D. IT scorecard

Want more questions?

Three complete, 40-question, mock exam tests can be found in the author’s newest publication Beginner’s COBIT
Companion: Preparing for the COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination (isbn: 978-1780881-263).

Want to run your own COBIT 4.1 Foundation Examination?

It’s easy! Simply go to the ISACA eLearning Campus (h t tp : / /b i t . l y /go9KZm)  and purchase an on-line COBIT 4.1 Foundation
Examination. Then all you have to do is sit the exam, wherever and whenever you want; you can sit it at your desk at work, you
can sit it in your home, its entirely up to you, you choose what is most convenient. You do not need a proctor (someone to
supervise you). All you need is a computer, with a reliable internet connection, and a modern web browser. The exam takes one
hour, and consists of 40 multi-choice questions. When you are finished, if you have passed, you will then be able to immediately
download your COBIT 4.1 Foundation Certificate. It’s fast, convenient, and at US$150.00, very affordable.
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Free Mock Exam Answers

Q1 A

Q2 C

Q3 D

Q4 C

Q5 C

Q6 B

Q7 A

Q8 C

Q9 B

Q10 B

Q11 B

Q12 D

Q13 B

Q14 D

Q15 D

Q16 C

Q17 A

Q18 A

Q19 D

Q20 A

How many questions did you answer correctly?


0 – 11


12 – 17


18 – 20

Question Reference Sources
Q1 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 10

Q2 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 24

Q3 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 14

Q4 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 11

Q5 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 13

Q6 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 8

Q7 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 67

Q8 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 68

Q9 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 71

Q10 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 107

Q11 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 21

Q12 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 25

Q13 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 11

Q14 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 5

Q15 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 5

Q16 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 105

Q17 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 13

Q18 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 16

Q19 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 16

Q20 COBIT 4.1, IT Governance Institute, 2007 Pg 11
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